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Draft Local Plan goes out for consultation 

 

Charnwood Borough Council today (12 July) launches a six-week consultation about its new Local 
Plan and vision for the area over the next 16 years. 
  
Councillors last month agreed that the Charnwood Local Plan 2021-37 should go out for public 
consultation ahead of its planned submission to Government. 
  
Public consultation will enable residents, businesses and other interested parties to submit 
comments about the ‘soundness’ of the local plan.  The Local Plan is a key strategic framework for 
supporting future growth and developing healthy communities and environmental safeguards. It 
guides development and identifies locations for housing and employment land. The Local Plan also 
considers the impacts of climate change, infrastructure needs and protection of green spaces. 
  
The purpose of the consultation is for interested parties to comment on the ‘soundness’ of the Local 
Plan in meeting standards set out in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 
  
Representations will be collected by the Council and submitted to Government alongside the Local 
Plan. A Planning Inspector will then be appointed to consider the documents during a public 
examination. 
  
Guidance on ‘soundness’ and how to make effective representations is available on our website 
along with some frequently asked questions. 
  
The Charnwood Local Plan 2021-37: 

• Identifies 154 hectares of employment land to support the creation of 8,900 jobs in the 
borough and lead its pandemic recovery 

• Allocates land for new sustainable and well-designed homes. The Government has set a 
target of 1,111 new homes a year to meet the borough’s needs up to 2037. 

• Focuses development towards intensifying and extending existing urban and suburban areas 
and larger villages, thereby protecting nearly 279 square kilometres of open countryside 

• Plans for the critical mass of development needed to secure infrastructure - including five 
new schools at Loughborough, Shepshed, Barrow, Anstey and Syston - as well as health 
services, roads and public transport networks 

• Will bring in an estimated £200 million in Section 106 money to pay for other improvements 
to facilities and amenities 

• Reflects the importance of the environment and conserving biodiversity, protecting heritage 
sites, creating open leisure spaces and supporting healthier communities 

• Carefully considers of the effects of climate change and how to reduce its impacts, including 
flooding 

• Makes effective use of the borough’s strategic infrastructure, including Loughborough 
University, the urban edge of Leicester and the International Gateway connection to the M1 
motorway and East Midlands Airport 

 



The consultation runs from 12 July to 23 August 2021. 
  
The Council has provided a host of information about the Local Plan on its website.  In addition, the 
Council will also be holding two virtual briefings for people to attend. 
  
To find out more about the Local Plan, make your comments during the consultation and sign up to 
the briefings, please visit www.charnwood.gov.uk/localplan. 
 
You can also email localplans@charnwood.gov.uk or call the Local Plan Team on 01509 634929 to 
find out more about how to have your say if you do not have access to the internet. 
  
Hard copies of the documents are available for viewing at the Council Offices at Southfield Road in 
Loughborough. Visitors will require a pre-booked appointment. Please call 01509 634 560 to arrange 
a time for viewing. 
 
In terms of what this means for Ratcliffe, there are the following allocations in surrounding areas 
(but none in the village itself): 
 
Thrussington (total: 90 homes) 

HA67: 44 Hoby Road (30 homes) 

Building trajectory 

Year 2025/26 

Number of homes 30 

 

HA68: Land off Old Gate Road (60 homes) 

Building trajectory 

Year 2024/25 2025/26 

Number of homes 25 35 

 

Rearsby (total: 47 homes) 

HA66: Land of Gaddesby Lane (47 homes) 

Building trajectory 

Year 2024/25 2025/26 

Number of homes 25 22 

 

East Goscote (total: 223 homes) 

HA60: Land off Melton Road (223 homes) 

Building 
trajectory 

Year 2024/25 2025/26 2026/27 2027/28 2028/29 2029/30 

Number of homes 25 40 40 40 40 38 

 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA3MTIuNDMwNzIxNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jaGFybndvb2QuZ292LnVrL3BhZ2VzL2NoYXJud29vZF9sb2NhbF9wbGFuXzIwMjFfMzcifQ.yjlX-q_7mrbGlKYb7fEevL8jLPWzr0qQGyHgcyr9NAk/s/1130609541/br/109143589358-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA3MTIuNDMwNzIxNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vbWFpbHRvOmxvY2FscGxhbnNAY2hhcm53b29kLmdvdi51ay8jRW1haWwlMjBsb2NhbHBsYW5zQGNoYXJud29vZC5nb3YudWsifQ.kuYeR1RoRhk0qrWJ6McX7GhfSLosaADwunsd7fzbYBY/s/1130609541/br/109143589358-l


Queniborough (total: 155 homes) 

HA64: Land at Three Ways Farm (100 homes) 

Building trajectory 
Year 2024/25 2025/26 2026/27 

Number of homes 25 40 35 

 

HA65: Land off Melton Road (55 homes)  

Building trajectory 
Year 2025/26 2026/27 

Number of homes 25 30 

 

Cossington (total: 124 homes) 

HA59: Land to rear of Derrys Garden Centre (124 homes) 

Building trajectory 

Year 2024/25 2025/26 2026/27 2027/28 

Number of homes 25 40 40 19 

 
 
Views wanted on veteran wellbeing Hub proposal  

A bid is being put together to help fund a Veteran Wellbeing Hub and people are being asked to give 
their views on the idea.  The Charnwood, Melton and Rushcliffe Armed Forces Covenant project is 
working with the Loughborough Wellbeing Centre to apply for funding to develop the proposal. 
  
The hub would be based in Loughborough and would provide a safe space for veterans as well as 
advice and support, activities, food and drink, and the opportunity to meet other veterans.  As part 
of this work, people are being asked to complete a short survey to offer their views on the idea and 
the kind of support they think would be needed at the hub. The feedback will be used to help to 
shape a funding bid to the Armed Forces Covenant. 
  
Views are being sought from people in Charnwood but also across the rest of Leicestershire, 
Leicester, Rutland and Rushcliffe in Nottinghamshire as it is hoped these areas may also create hubs 
in the future. Views gathered in the survey will be used for the Loughborough bid and possibly 
future bids in those other areas. 
  
If the Loughborough bid is successful, the hub in Loughborough could be set up later this year. 
  
People interested in offering their views can do so by completing a short survey online at 
http://bit.ly/VeteranHubSurvey. 
  
The survey will be open until Friday July 16, 2021. 
  
Charnwood Borough Council signed the Armed Forces Covenant in 2013 and employs an Armed 
Forces community covenant development officer, in partnership with Melton and Rushcliffe borough 
councils to help develop and support the Armed Forces community and ensure that military 
personnel do not face any disadvantage as a result of their service. 
  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA2MjIuNDIyMzE0NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vYml0Lmx5L1ZldGVyYW5IdWJTdXJ2ZXkifQ.qIv85AAm6wfuKBHwvxnHc_XrdaLd777s6bPV6pqhdiA/s/1130609541/br/108232500066-l


The Loughborough Wellbeing Centre is a charity which provides support to adults experiencing 
mental health issues. 
 

Freedom of the Borough proposed for Leicester City FC 

A proposal to grant Leicester City the freedom of the Borough of Charnwood, in recognition of their 

recent success on the field and investment in the Borough was approved by Charnwood Borough 

Council on 21st June, and will be formally conferred at an Extraordinary Council meeting in 

September.    

 

Have a say on bus services 

 

The county council is working closely with local bus operators to come up with bold plans to improve 

public transport – and encouraging more people to use it. 

 

The Government has pledged £3 billion to help progress these plans across the country – and 

Leicestershire is aiming to secure a fair share of the funding. 

 

However, to secure this funding, the council must develop a Bus Service Improvement Plan 

(BSIP).  The council needs input to help it develop the plan.  

 

It wants to find out what people think would improve local bus services - and what would encourage 

them to use local buses more. 

 

It would like to hear from people who already use buses, those who currently don’t as well as from 

public, private and voluntary organisations. 

 

There’s a questionnaire at www.leicestershire.gov.uk/bus-strategy-survey for people to have their 

say. The closing date is Friday, 30th July. 

 

Unemployed young people offered jobs under new scheme 
 
Twenty young people are to be given jobs with Leicestershire County Council as part of a scheme to 
help boost their chances of getting permanent work.  The Government’s Kickstart scheme is open to 
those aged between 16 and 24 who are currently claiming Universal Credit. It funds job placements 
for six months, but the county council is doubling the length of some placements to 12 months to 
give candidates the best possible start to their working lives. 

County council jobs are available across several departments including fleet management, waste 
operations and surveying, as well as roles in business support and administration.  

The new employees will shadow various manual, technical and administrative staff in their roles, 
learning on the job and receiving additional employability support and training. Getting involved in a 
range of activities within each role will enable participants to decide which elements they find of 
most interest and to discover where their skills are best suited.  The aim is to equip the young 
people with the necessary experience and skills to pursue a career either with the county council, or 
with other employers. 

http://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/bus-strategy-survey


Those interested in finding out more about the roles on offer should talk in the first instance to their 
DWP Work Coach.  Supporting Kickstart is part of a package of measures offered by Leicestershire 
County Council designed to boost the local economy, up skills and help people into work, including: 
 

•  Launching Work+  - a free one-to-one service offering support, advice and information to people 
looking for secure paid employment or training. 
 

•  Extending superfast broadband to hard-to-reach rural areas. 
 

•  Investing almost £4m in supporting community groups, hundreds of small businesses and struggling 
rural pubs. 
 
Employers signing up to the Government’s Kickstart scheme can apply for funding to cover the 
national minimum wage (or national living wage) for newly-created job roles. Funding is available for 
25 hours a week for six months. 
 

Enrolment open for Adult Learning Courses  

Hundreds of part-time day, evening and weekend courses are now open for enrolment from 
GoLearn, Leicestershire County Council’s Adult Learning Service.  Courses are delivered as either 
online or classroom learning in venues across the county, which allows learners to fit study around 
life and work. 
 
Courses are now live for enrolment on the GoLearn website 
at www.leicestershire.gov.uk/golearn and everyone who enrols will get 20 per cent off course 
tuition fees until 31st August. 
 
The courses on offer include modern languages, British Sign Language, English for speakers of other 
languages (ESOL), digital skills, first aid, pottery, Indian cookery, astronomy, yoga, drawing & 
painting, textiles and much more.  There are also free courses available for people who are seeking 
work and looking to gain basic skills, including planning first steps towards employment, help with 
job search, CV writing and interview skills, as well as flexible English and maths GCSE and functional 
skills.  For those who want to start using digital technology but don’t know how, GoLearn is offering 
the Essential Digital Skills Qualification. This free course is aimed at complete IT beginners and offers 
a steppingstone to more advanced IT courses and qualifications. 
 
Learners can call GoLearn on 0800 988 0308 (lines open Monday – Friday 8am-7pm) and speak to an 
advisor to find out more about the courses, fees or paying by instalments. Anyone who is in receipt 
of certain benefits or on a low income can get up to a 70 per cent discount on course fees, or may 
even be entitled to attend for free. 
 
County plan to plant 700,000 trees across Leicestershire 
 
An ambitious new plan to make Leicestershire greener and boost biodiversity is being launched by 
the county council, with plans to plant a whopping 700,000 trees – one for every resident in the 
county. 
 
Leicestershire is one of the least wooded areas of the country, currently around 6% woodland – well 
below the national average of 10%.  The county council currently manages around 321,000 trees 
(including 404 hectares of woodland), but with diseases such as Ash Die Back placing more trees 

http://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/golearn


under threat, the authority’s strategy and action plan, adopted in May 2020, will see the number of 
trees across the county increase dramatically. 
 
 It has already started to improve, thanks to the National Forest which has increased forest cover in 
the north west corner of the county to 21%.  This is a success story which the council is keen to 
replicate elsewhere; in towns, villages, on farms, country parks and open spaces and embedded in 
the design of new housing and employment developments.  The tree planting will also support the 
county council’s pledge to become carbon neutral by 2030, as trees and woodlands play an 
important part in cleaning up the environment, providing clean air, improving soil quality and 
reducing flooding.  And it’s not just the environment which will benefit - research shows that a walk 
among trees reduces stress and improves mental wellbeing. 
 
The council has submitted applications for grant funding to the Forestry Commission to help tree 
planting projects take root and to enable sustainable woodland management across its country 
parks and is looking for further opportunities to increase tree planting across the county.  
Leicestershire County Council currently provides a free tree scheme for farmers and landowners and 
works closely with the Woodland Trust to offer tree packs for planting projects including the new 
hedgerows and the creation of new woodlands. 
 
 
 
  

 


